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remains secondary throughout. (4) But little time can be devoted to the 
preparation for the part of madman, and the part is often forgotten. Intel- 
lectually and emotionally, Hamlet's conduct, as it shows itself to the psychol- 
ogist, is eminently sane. The inability to act evinces an arrest of mental devel- 
opment, but not madness. (5) But general pessimism, particular worry, 
and the strain of the part tell on his mental and bodily health : he becomes 
anaemic (cf. Act. II, Sc. 1). Had this state of things continued, madness 
would undoubtedly have resulted. The unpremeditated killing of Polonius 
is characteristic of his temperament ; if he has time to think, he does not 
act. (6) He is keenly conscious of his own condition, and attempts to ex- 
plain and excuse it (cf. Act III, Sc. 1). Finally, the departure for England 
and the events which follow in such quick succession upon it relieve the 
stress of his mind, prepare him for the realization of thought in action, and 
ultimately compel him to it. F B T 
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